
Mission: 
The Tutwiler Community 
Education Center strengthens 
children and families by  
developing programs that 
address the needs of the  
community.

Vision: 
We envision a community 
working together that helps to 
enrich the lives of children and 
families.

Last year was challenging for everyone, but we all  
managed to adjust to our new normal. Here at the  
Tutwiler Community Education Center (TCEC), we 
stayed true to our mission. We shifted our programs 
to address the needs of the community. Because  
our community has limited access to nutritious food, 
TCEC implemented a food program. Through  
community partnerships, grants, and donations, 
we have become a food distribution site. Every Monday, we pass out 270 
boxes with produce, dairy, and nonperishable food items to community 
members. In addition, with your help, we purchased 545 meals—including 
turkeys and hams—for families during Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

TCEC adopted 15 families at Christmas and we fulfilled each family's gifts 
list, as well as provided gift cards for food and bikes. Each year, a  
generous donor donates bikes for the children. We also hosted a drive-thru, 
socially-distanced Santa. Parents drove their children, ages 3-16, up to our 
doors and staff passed the gifts. One-hundred children received gifts of 
age-appropriate toys and books to promote literacy. 

We are continuing our tradition of helping children learn. Children from the 
community are engaged in virtual learning at TCEC Monday to Thursday 
and on Friday, they receive music lessons. Our senior citizens are visited 
twice a week and at each visit, the TCEC staff delivers food. Recently, the 
staff scheduled and transported our seniors for their COVID vaccinations.

The Tutwiler Community Education Center is in the middle of a strategic 
plan. We want to clearly focus our work for the next three years and  
increase our fundraising efforts. Although there were so many changes last 
year at TCEC, we have so many reasons to celebrate. The Tutwiler  
Quilters are the recipient of the 2021 Mississippi Governor’s Arts Awards for 
Arts in Community.  Learn more about this prestigious award on page 4. 
Congratulations to the Tutwiler Quilters!

Melanie Powell, Executive Director
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christmas at  
tutwiler
Many thanks to all of you who helped 
make this Christmas memorable for the 
Tutwiler community! We hosted a special 
“Drive-Thru Santa” event that gave parents 
the opportunity to pick up Christmas gifts 
for their children while remaining safely in 
the car. Although it was different from our 
traditional Christmas celebration, we  
enjoyed being able to safely connect with 
the community during a very unique year. 
In addition to the “Drive-Thru Santa” event, 
we assisted 15 needy families this holiday 
season and gave brand new bicycles to  
10 children! 

In addition, this season we distributed 200 
Thanksgiving food boxes with turkeys to 
local families in November. At Christmas, 
thanks to your support, we provided  
additional food boxes with hams to 300  
local families. We also distributed produce 
on a weekly basis to an average of 540  
total family members across 194  
households. 

Our sincere thanks to our you, our donors, 
who made this Christmas possible for our 
community members during an  
unprecedented time—we truly appreciate 
your continued support.
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staying safe
2020 was a unique year for us, 
and we have taken all possible 
precautions at TCEC to ensure 
the safety of our staff, children, 
Teen Helpers, and other  
community members. Touchless 
hand sanitizing stations have 
been placed throughout the 
building and all persons are  
required to sanitize upon  
entering and before leaving the 
Center. In accordance with our 
COVID safety plan, we regularly 
take temperatures of staff  
members and sanitize all  
surfaces and doorhandles  
multiple times throughout the 
day. The safety of the  
community is of utmost  
importance to us at TCEC!

Pandemic In the Delta—a Review 
“We get by with a little help from our friends” – the Beatles

The Tutwiler Community Education Center continues to address the food 
insecurities increased by pandemic. Last year, a total of 3,423 food boxes 
were passed out to the community. Meals along with food boxes were 
delivered to our senior citizens. TCEC staff prepared and delivered 1,700 
meals to senior citizens.

There is strength in numbers and we are blessed with new friends and 
new partnerships that were formed during this time of need. We worked 
with the Mississippi Diaper Bank. They provided free diapers and personal 
items for mothers. The Women’s Foundation of Mississippi and the Jessie 
Smith Noyes Foundation continue to provide support. We are forever 
grateful to them and look forward to continuing our partnership on future 
endeavors. In addition to our new partnerships, we are forever grateful 
for our continuing partners who helped too. We appreciate our long-term 
relationship and support.

Throughout the pandemic we have been fortunate to keep all of our  
staff working at the Tutwiler Community Education Center. The staff is 
working passing out food boxes, delivering meals, completing orders 
for quilted items, and keeping the building clean and safe. They have 
worked diligently and creatively to continue the mission of TCEC.

One of the boxes of food distributed at the Tutwiler Community Center. 
Photo credit: Eric J. Shelton/Mississippi Today

Ways to Help
✦ Share this newsletter.
✦ Sign up and shop at  

smile.amazon.com. Every 
purchase helps TCEC!

✦ Donate by check.
✦ Donate online via PayPal at 

www.tutwilercommunity 
educationcenter.org. 

✦ Leave TCEC in your will. 
Contact Melanie Powell for 
additional information.

✦ Give a gift of stock.  
Contact Melanie Powell for  
additional information.

For online donations, visit our website
www.tutwilercommunityeducationcenter.org 
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The Tutwiler Quilters have been hard at work this season. Orders for adult and baby quilts, potholders, 
and now face masks have been very popular over the past year amidst the pandemic. This year, we 
are especially honored that the Tutwiler Quilters have received the 2021 Mississippi Governor’s Arts 
Award for Arts in Community!

Established in 1988, Governor’s Arts Awards are given to individuals and organizations to recognize  
outstanding work in the artistic disciplines as well as arts-based community development and arts  
patronage in Mississippi. The awards are a partnership with the Mississippi Arts Commission and the  
Governor’s office and signify the important relationship between government and the arts. 

You can help the Tutwiler Quilters by following us on Facebook and sharing with your friends and family. 
To order a beautiful hand-quilted item, visit our website and fill out an order form, or contact our Quilting 
Director, Mary Ann Willis-Mackey at 662-365-8393. She will work with you on specific color quilts to match 
your personal preferences. Don’t forget upcoming holidays, including Mothers’ Day! Tutwiler quilted 
items make special, unique gifts.

to the Award-winning
Tutwiler quilters!
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Pictured, L-R: Quilters Betty Marlow, Reola Hollins, and Martha Williams; TCEC 
Executive Director Melanie Powell; Quilting Director Mary Willis-Mackey; and 
Quilter Bobbie Spears. Photo credit: Rory Doyle
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QUILTED ITEMS PRICE LIST

Item Approx. size 
(in inches) Price Postage

Cell Phone 
Bag

4 ½ x 6 ½ $15 $10

Tablet Bag 6 x 8 $18 $10
iPad Bag 7 ½  x 10 $20 $10
Tote Bag 12 x 12 $25 $10
Mini Wall  
Hanging

12 x18 $10 $10

Wall Hanging 20 x 40 $45 $10
Wall Hanging 36 x 48 $80 $10
Baby Quilt 36 x 48 $80 $10
Twin Quilt 66 x 96 $325 $35
Full Quilt 81 x 96 $350 $35
Queen Quilt 90 x 102 $375 $40
King Quilt 108 x 102 $400 $40

Additional Items Price Postage

Card $1.75 $.50
Cards (5) $8 $2
Pot Holder $7 $5
Blues Pot Holder $10 $5
Masks $7 $3
Pot Holder Mitt $15 $5
Placemats (set of 4) $40 $10
Table Runner $45 $10

Postage includes insurance and tracking
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A six-week quilting class was offered this winter to teach 
community members the basics of quilting. If you or  
someone you know is interested in learning how to quilt, 
please give us a call at 662-345-8393. 

quilting lessons

Quilting needs
 Cotton fabrics, including music,  

holiday, and juvenile print designs

	 Solid	color	cotton	flat	sheets	for	backing

 Quilting thread in all colors

Shakayla Anderson, Kenya 
Rosebud and Kayden Hilson 
(Two Generation quilting class)

Jamarria and Sharon Bailey
(Two Generation quilting class)
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Since the beginning of the school year, we have invited students to safely 
work on their virtual learning modules here at TCEC while remaining socially 
distanced. This fall we provided snacks and Friday afternoon “grab bags” for 
kids and Teen Helpers completing their work. Approximately 50 lunches were 
distributed each day to local youth ages 3-18. 

This semester we are still accepting students to complete virtual learning at 
TCEC from 7:45 am until 2:30 pm. We will provide lunches and an afternoon 
snack for participating children. 

Virtual Learning
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In addition to virtual learning, we are  
helping our Teen Helpers learn about  
college scholarship opportunities. If you have 
a high school student at home who may be 
interested in exploring college and/or  
scholarships, please contact Chandra  
Flowers at the Center. 

Volunteer 
Showcase
We’d like to introduce our 
TCEC volunteer—Carson 
Creasy! Carson graduated 
from the University of Virginia 
in 2017 and was working for 
IT consulting firm Accenture 
in Washington, D.C. when 
offices closed due to the 
pandemic last March. Carson 
moved home to Mississippi 
and decided to follow her 
passion for education and 
join us at the Center.

Carson has been  
volunteering at TCEC since 
October 2020, helping keep 
us organized by collecting 
and digitizing data in order to 
quantify the work we do here 
at TCEC. These data points 
will help us report all that we 
accomplished in 2020 and 
plan for needs in 2021. 

Teen Helpers

Like us on Facebook
Tutwiler Quilters

Tutwiler Community  
Education Center
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For almost a year, our halls have been quiet without the weekly activities 
hosted at TCEC. We miss the smiling faces of our After School Program  
students. We look forward to the time when the 7–12-year-olds can return. 
We don’t know when that will be AND we don’t know what that will look like. 
COVID has impacted our very being and changed all our lives forever. 

We miss the music drifting down the halls during the After School Program, 
too. However, children are still receiving music lessons twice a month by 
Kimble Funchess through his Mindfulness Through Music Program. Children 
are learning how to use music to focus, follow directions, relax, and practice 
mindfulness. We are extremely grateful to all who make the music program 
an important part of TCEC. Many students transfer their music skills to their 
home or church and some even take those lessons to performance stages. 

We miss the beat of the basketballs in the gym! All the pickup basketball 
games in the gym meant fun for all and, occasionally, letting off a bit of 
steam. The energy in the gym is infectious. The students think they are just 
having fun, but they are getting a real workout physically and they are 
learning lessons in teamwork and sharing. 

We miss the teens coming for Teen Night twice a week. They use the  
exercise equipment while catching up with friends. Those teens are  
coordinated – they can talk and workout at the same time! Because of you, 
we are able to provide this safe place for teens to gather, have fun, learn 
and discuss topics they choose to discuss. 

We miss the seniors! Those Wednesday morning smiling faces are  
heartwarming. Many of the senior citizens live alone in their home. The 
fellowship and friendship they share with each other and with the staff is a 
blessing to us all. And when the singing begins, you can’t help but tap your 
foot and put a smile on your face.  The presenters for programs to the seniors 
are great learning experiences for all of us. Recently, we did schedule and 
transport 10 seniors to Clarksdale for their first round of COVID vaccination. It 
was great to see them and start the vaccination process.   

We miss visitors! Travelers from around the globe come to the Mississippi 
Delta and we welcome their visits to TCEC. Most are familiar with our quilting 
program and come to make purchases. It is a joy to meet so many people 
from so many different places. It is an eye-opening experience and new 
friendships are fostered. 

The near future is unknown to us all. We know we will be happy to return as 
close to “normal” as possible as soon as it is safe to do so.  Please know that 
our commitment to the community and the area has not wavered. We are 
a Community Center and we are an Education Center and, with your help, 
we will continue those missions here in the Mississippi Delta. 

On the Horizon

TCEC Times  | March 2021 | page 7

Board of Directors  
Linda Lee, Chair

George Butler, Treasurer

Patricia Grant, Secretary

Kimberly Jones Merchant

Lucinda Payne Herring

Fredna Pearson

Shelia Sanders

Denise Washington
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Melanie Powell,  

Executive Director

Lucinda Berryhill,  
Director Assistant

John Farmer, Coach

Chandra German Flowers, 
Education Director

Sandra O’Bryant,  
Education Assistant

Pearl Read,  
Facilities Care 

Shelley Ricker,  
Development Director

Tracey Thomas, Coach
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Quilting Director
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Gloria Young,  
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shop at amazon
and donate!
Support TCEC every time you shop, 
at no cost to you. Use your Amazon  
login at smile.amazon.com, and 
find	the	same	low	prices,	vast	
selection and convenient shopping 
experience you are used to, with 
the added bonus that Amazon will 
donate a portion of the purchase 
price to TCEC. 

On	your	first	visit	to	AmazonSmile,	
select Tutwiler Community  
Education Center before you 
begin shopping. Every eligible  
purchase will result in a donation 
to the center.

We value your privacy. Your giving 
is strictly confidential. We never 
give, sell, or share our donor  
information. To update your 
contact information, please e-mail 
mpowell@tutwilercenter.org.
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The Tutwiler Quilters were recognized at the 2021 Governor's Arts Awards. 
Congratulations to these talented artists! Learn more about the Award on 
page 4.

We miss our seniors, school-age children, and 
teens. Our sense of normalcy has been rocked, 
but we are still dedicated to our community. 
Learn more about what is on the horizon for TCEC 
on page 7.

Pictured: Senior Ms. Jacqueline Miller
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